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that have fallen on hard times and
helps them feed their families until
they can get back on their feet.

I am very upset by these proposed
cuts. I ask my Republican colleagues
to take a fresh look at what they’re
proposing and reconsider these cuts,
cuts that will affect 2 million poor peo-
ple, many of whom are children and the
elderly.

Mr. Speaker, we are a Nation that
helps the less fortunate. This is not
who we are as a country. We are com-
passionate people, and we should feed
the hungry in times of need.

——

THE PATIENT PROTECTION AND
AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

(Mr. DENT asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, the House
will again vote to address the impre-
cisely named Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act. Critics say that
we’re tilting at windmills. Well, Mr.
Speaker, let’s review:

Within the last month or so, we’'ve
heard from the Senator who authored
the law refer to it as a coming ‘‘train
wreck’’—that’s right, he called it a
“train wreck’’;

We’ve heard the administration offi-
cial responsible for helping set up the
insurance exchanges worry that the
public might be in for a ‘“Third World
experience’ as they try and find health
care;

Oh, and let us not forget some of the
very same Members of Congress who
voted to foist this massive overreach
on Americans are now feverishly trying
to find ways to exempt themselves and
their staffs from its effects.

Let’s look at the checklist, shall we?

Premiums shooting up, check;

Small businesses hiring fewer work-
ers and jobs being lost, check;

Employees seeing their hours cut,
check;

Faulty cost projections, check.

Everything that opponents of this
law listed as a reason to vote against
this example of government overreach
is actually occurring and happening.

Tilting at windmills, Mr. Speaker,
hardly. Working to protect the Amer-
ican people from a horribly disruptive
and ineffective law, certainly.

———

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 1550

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent to be re-
moved as a cosponsor of H.R. 1550.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Alabama?

There was no objection.

———
SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

(Ms. SEWELL of Alabama asked and

was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)
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Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in support of struggling
families and low-income women and
children across this Nation and oppose
the dangerously high cuts in the farm
bill to SNAP programs. The current
House version of the 2013 farm bill will
have devastating effects on so many
working families, especially in Ala-
bama. It threatens over 900,000 partici-
pants in my home State of Alabama
alone.

These proposed cuts are unaccept-
able. While I understand that our Na-
tion faces a serious debt and deficit
problem, we also face fragile economic
recovery, and families and children de-
pend upon these government assistance
programs, especially the children in
the State of Alabama. I think that we
are encroaching upon a dangerous
trend of cuts on the backs of the people
who can least afford to have those cuts.

Now is not the time to turn our
backs on these struggling American
families. We must work together and
take action to protect all Americans
who depend upon these vital programs.

———

IMPROPER DISCRIMINATION BY
THE IRS

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, it is
unacceptable that our Nation’s tax col-
lectors have targeted organizations
based solely on their political beliefs.
Our Nation’s strength depends on its
citizens’ freedom to organize and par-
ticipate in the political process, and no
branch of government should be used
to harass and unfairly judge the Amer-
ican people.

The IRS’ actions are not only trou-
bling, but also further erode the Amer-
ican people’s trust that public institu-
tions will act impartially. It’s unac-
ceptable. This matter needs to be ac-
tively investigated, and those guilty of
improper actions should be appro-
priately punished.

We cannot allow differences of polit-
ical opinion to erode our Nation’s best
traditions and the rule of law. Ameri-
cans cannot, and will not, accept judg-
ment based upon their political beliefs.
We must prevent this discrimination
from ever happening again.

————
THE VETERANS ADVISORY COM-
MITTEE ON EDUCATION IM-

PROVEMENT ACT OF 2012

(Mr. DELANEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DELANEY. Mr. Speaker, if
there’s one thing this entire Congress,
this entire country, can agree on, it’s
the need to stand with our veterans. As
a Nation, we’re truly humbled by our
servicemen and -women. They make in-
credible and, in some instances, un-
imaginable sacrifices to protect our
country. And that feeling comes with
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an understanding that we have an obli-
gation to provide our veterans with the
benefits they’ve earned.

Among the most critical of these
benefits are access to educational op-
portunities and workforce training. To
make sure that the current programs
are working, our veterans need a voice
at the VA. For that reason, I am hon-
ored to introduce the Veterans Advi-
sory Committee on Education Improve-
ment Act. This bipartisan legislation
extends the Veterans Advisory Com-
mittee on Education through 2015 and
includes veterans of Iraq and Afghani-
stan. The committee advises the VA on
how to improve educational and job
training programs.

I thank my colleague and friend, Mr.
RENAcCI, for cosponsoring this bill, and
I look forward to working towards its
passage.

———

BENGHAZI

(Mr. COLE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, the sad tale
of Benghazi is a story of complacency,
incompetence, and coverup: compla-
cency in the face of repeated warnings
by the CIA and diplomats on the
ground that the post was in danger; in-
competence in preparing for a poten-
tial attack in a region in turmoil in a
place where we had multiple military
assets and on a day where we had every
reason to believe trouble would occur;
and an attempted coverup of a success-
ful terrorist attack with talk about
videos and spontaneous riots when the
State Department, the CIA, and top of-
ficials in the administration knew the
truth.

Mr. Speaker, it’s time for the admin-
istration to take responsibility, come
clean, and dismiss those associated
with this debacle that cost the lives of
four brave Americans.

——————

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND
ACHIEVEMENTS OF DALIP SINGH
SAUND

(Mr. TAKANO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today during Asian Pacific Heritage
Month to celebrate the life and
achievements of Congressman Dalip
Singh Saund.

Congressman Saund was the first
Asian American Member of Congress,
the very first Member of a non-
Abrahamic faith, and the first Member
born in Asia. He was also our first Sikh
American to enter Congress. He also
represented my hometown of Riverside,
California, a community that I proudly
represent today.

Having come to California from India
to pursue his education, Saund grad-
uated with a master’s and Ph.D. in
mathematics from the University of
California, Berkeley. Following his
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